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Trusting God When the Answers Don’t Come
Regardless of my circumstances, his care will remain the same
Jenilee Rebarber
June 15, 2015

I was on my knees one night right before going to bed. Not knowing what to say, I considered my options. I thought
perhaps I could seek comfort in worship, but I didn’t really have the serenity at the moment. Neither had I the strength to
pray intensely. The reason I couldn’t do that was probably because I had already done so, many times. Yet I was at the
same place.

I was at that point where you keep looking back and forth thinking that you must have missed something, given your lack
of comprehension. After much exploration, a sense of hopelessness inevitably surrounded me. I was completely lost and, because of it, this time was
quite different from many nights. I was there on my knees venting everything that had been going on.

So there I was exposing my “arguments” to God. Along with my vivid narration of how things were turning out, I made a huge effort to prove God was
in the picture. At the same time I was trying to figure out how to trust him. But how could I when this whole riddle in my mind asked what was
happening and how it seemed that God wouldn’t do anything and what in the world could God expect from me. Yes, I overthink stuff just a tiny bit.

After concluding all my ventilation, I realized that I was actually having my arguments with my situation, not with God. Finally it was time to turn to
God. I took a deep breath and while exhaling, I stopped looking for answers. It was time to submit my arguments to the scrutiny of my faith.

I started reminding myself who God is, and I said, “God, the timeframe of my situation and the lack of significant change are telling me that maybe
you are not here, or that you haven’t listened and because of that, I am having a really hard time trusting you with it. But even though I feel this way, I
will not believe it because if I believe it, I will be denying you.”

Then I started making these three statements:

“I believe that you care.”

“I believe that you love me.”

“I believe that you will take care of me.”

Then I said, “I have believed in that before and I have seen results, so I will keep on believing it no matter what.”

The affirmation of these truthful statements made me feel that even if I lost anything along the way or if I had to face whatever I fear the most, I would
be all right. After I prayed like that, immediately these two words crossed my mind: “faithful” and “true.”

Those two words really pierced my heart. I recalled how those words describe Jesus in the book of Revelation: “Then I saw heaven opened, and a
white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war” (Revelation 19:11).

Those words define him. As I continued meditating on them, my soul became inundated with God’s peace and I was able to comprehend what these
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two words mean for a Christian.

Regardless of the circumstances I encounter, his care toward me will remain the same. His promises toward me will be fulfilled. Challenges may be
present, but an outcome of good is guaranteed.

The path of a ministry is one whose roots are the desire to do God’s will and serve him. The harvest is joyful but the process of sowing can be very
demanding. You might find yourself in search of resources for projects, in need of direction for making decisions, or dealing with personal issues that
can be overwhelming. Seeking God in prayer for guidance with our concerns is the best thing to do, but we could easily fall into despair if we don’t
have present the knowledge that some things can take a while.

When situations fall far beyond your control, you can only rest in knowing who God is. You can have peace only in knowing that he has it covered
because nothing can escape his knowledge and understanding.

When facing complicated situations in our lives we often come to God looking for answers and solutions. Many times we can’t find the answer because
it is not our place to have it. God has the answer; he will take care of it. Our place instead may be simply one of trust where we can grow in the security
of knowing and trusting who God is. You may not be visualizing the solution and you may feel stuck with the problem, but you can have the certainty
that in God’s faithfulness eventually something will happen. And whatever happens, you can have the confidence in God’s truthfulness that you will be
secure.
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